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A Summer of Success at FYI 

Continuing our work to #SupportYoungPeople 

 
Summer 2017 has seen many great things happening at the Ferguson Youth Initiative, 

and here are a few of those things! 

 

Preparing Teens for Employment 
F.Y.I. continues its partnership with SSM Healtcare in a collaborative effort to help guide participants on 

the path toward gaining transferable job skills, and a greater potential to secure gainful employment 

through a 6-week series of workshop which emphasize goal-setting, resume-building, interview skills, 

financial literacy and the development of an elevator pitch to use when introducing oneself to potential 

employers.  

 

On Saturday, July 15th, 2017, the second session of this program began with 12 teen participants from 

area high schools who demonstrate the zeal and initiative to prepare themselves for their next steps in life 

after high school. It’s not too late to sign-up to reap the benefits of this job readiness program. To learn 

more about Next Steps, visit us online at www.fyifergyouth.org, or contact Aaron at 314.749.5739. Next 

Steps happens on Saturdays at 11am at the FYI Backbay. 

 

 

 

http://www.fyifergyouth.org/


Gaining Computer Literacy 
FYI’s Earn-A-Computer class also continues to fulfill is mission to teach and train area youth basic 

computer literacy and computer programming skills. In July 2017, the Earn-A-Computer program had 6 

youth who not only improved their knowledge of basic computer literacy and programming (including word 

processing, and computer networking) but graduated from the Earn-A-Computer program, and as a result 

received personal computers as a reward for their dedication. Participants received their instruction from 

Noah Shively--- a member of the Ferguson Youth Advisory Board. 
 

Learning How to Start and Manage a Business 
FYI’s Making It Entrepreneurship Program has helped 7 area youth to gain employment as they are 

learning how to start their own businesses selling dog treats. Thus far, these young entrepreneurs have 

used skills they’ve learned, thus far, to sell their products at the Ferguson Animal Hospital, and at the 

Ferguson Farmer’s Market for $5.00 per bag. Be sure to tell all the dog owners and dog lovers you know to 

help #SupportYoungPeople by purchasing dog treats which your dog is sure to enjoy! 

 

Engaging and Connecting Youth  
Finally, FYI continues its collaboration with the St. Peter’s United Church of Christ (at 1425 Stein Road, 

Ferguson, MO 63135) as a satellite location for FYI’s Thursday Drop-Ins from 2pm to 5:30pm. FYI also has 

weekly drop-ins on Fridays from 2pm to 5:30pm at the FYI Backbay (at 110 Church Street, Ferguson, MO 

63135). FYI provides a safe place for youth to play sports, video games, eat food and hang-out with 

friends. 

  

Fore more information about any of these programs and events, contact FYI’s Executive Director, Aaron 

M. Harris, at 314.749.5379, or email him at aaron@fyifergyouth.org. You can also visit the Ferguson Youth 

Initiative online at www.fyifergyouth.org, and @fyifergyouth on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and 

Snapchat. 

 

The Ferguson Youth Initiative (FYI) is a 501(c)3 not for profit organization which was started in 2010. We 

began serving the youth of the Ferguson community by encouraging them and engaging them as active 

members of the community, developing programs as needed, and further communicating and partnering 

with existing community youth programs. 
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For more information about this topic, please contact Aaron M. Harris by calling 314.749.5379, or 

aaron@fergfyiyouth.org. 
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